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JFi 3C: “My dear children,” Yaya says, softly, “let” s
20 to sleep. We need a good rest so we’ 11 be ready to face
whatever tomorrow brings.” She is wrapped by a peace I
haven’ t seen since the day Papa left. “If anyone comes to
take something from us, we’ 11 give it to them, even if it” s our
lives they want.”
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2.

Jii3C: 1In the early days after he did not return from his
mission, | pictured myself sitting on the veranda, middle—aged
and gray and weary, still waiting for my papa, waiting for an old
man to show up and say, “Thula, it’ s me: your father, Malabo
Nangi.”
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J& 3C: Many parents thought it might be a curse, a
jealous relative from another village targeting their children—
a relative whose wrath was directed at a particular Kosawa
family, but who was nonetheless going after all the children
in the village to create the sense of a random act, render it
untraceable.
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Ji 3C: Mama boiled water for two hours every night so
that Juba and I would be spared sickness and death. Her efforts
were not enough.
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5.

Jii  : The evening Juba was born, Papa lifted me
and spun me around as we both laughed, his eyes so full of
gladness they glistened. The entire village sang and danced in
our hut until there was no food or palm wine left, at which point
everyone said their good nights.
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