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Study on the Narrative of ‘““Common Origin and Common Ancestor”’  in the Oral
Literature of Southwest Ethnic Minorities under the Perspective of Cultural Memory

Mingjun Zheng

College of Arts and Sciences Kunming, Kunming 650222

Abstract: Cultural memory is an important carrier of national culture, the basis of common national experience and
emotional identity, and plays an important role in constructing national identity and cohesion of national emotions. The
narrative of “common origin and common ancestor” centers on the common ancestor of different ethnic groups, building
a community of “family” at different levels, which is the ideological and cultural foundation of the Chinese national
community. Through comprehensive literature combing and in—depth field research, this paper explores the narrative of
“common origin and common ancestor” and the cultural memory of “Chinese family” in the oral literature of Southwestern
ethnic minorities, which is conducive to enhancing the ethnic minorities’ sense of identity and sense of belonging to the
excellent traditional Chinese culture, and casting a firm cultural foundation for the sense of community of the Chinese
nation.
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